


Our 9 Step Process and way of doing business is what keeps our customers happy and 
provides the quality that you demand. We deal directly with home owners, condo owners, 
property managers, as well as contractors, architects, and home builders.

Why is Folkers different you may ask? Our nearly 50 years of serving the Gulf Coast and a 
combined 400 years of industry experience. When you work with us you truly are working 
with the best in the area.

The product manufacturers that we use are names we trust in our own home and the level 
of craftsmanship they produce are proven to withstand the test of time and the harsh Gulf 
Coast environment. We believe in investing in superior quality goods and employees.

The products we provide are designed to withstand the hurricanes and severe weather 
experienced in our neck of the woods. Unfortunately, hurricane season is like a birthday - 
nobody likes to deal with it but it comes every year.

As a small family owned company with a boutique atmosphere we really try to put you, our 
customer, first and to help you understand every step of the process from initial measure to 
final installation.

We’ve found that buyers who take the time to really learn and educate themselves about 
exterior doors are generally much happier in the end because they have made an educated 
purchase that they are comfortable with!

We hope you find this guide insight full and rewarding.

Thank you.

O U R  P R O M I S E





Things to Consider
Fiberglass entry doors vary widely in cost from a couple of hundred dollars for a 
single six panel door with a wood frame from Lowe’s or Home Depot to $16,000 
for a fiberglass entry system with sidelites and transom with custom decorative, 
impact rated glass. The large variety of options is what makes it so challenging when 
budgeting for a new entry door.

Will a standard size door work?
Typically not for a few reasons. On the Gulf Coast, our homes are subjected to a 
variety of harsh conditions, including heat, moisture, humidity, storms and more. This 
can lead to what once was a square and plum opening not being square and plum at 
the time a replacement door is installed. Standard size varies between manufacturers 
so just because a standard size in one brand works, doesn’t necessarily mean a 
standard size will work in another brand.

What kind of glass are you looking for?
Hurricane resistant impact rated glass, Energy efficient Low E clear glass with 
grids, decorative glass, blinds between the glass? Glass is one of the biggest costs 
associated with new entry doors, especially with decorative glass and impact rated 
glass.

What level of door do you plan to select?
Most major door manufacturers have different levels of fiberglass doors. You also will 
need to consider if your door will have one or two sidelites. Is it a French door? Does 
it have a glass transom on the top of the door unit? Are you interested in wood grain 
or a smooth door? Do you need impact glass?

FIBERGLASS ENTRY DOORS





Level 1I
BUILDER GRADE
The next level of fiberglass doors are generally 
referred to as “Builder Grade” doors. These are the 
doors most commonly used in new construction 
homes and likely what is in your home today if you 
have a fiberglass door. These fiberglass doors are 
available in either a smooth finish (for painting) or 
a wood-grain finish (for painting or staining.)

These doors generally have similar components 
to the highest level of doors but with several 
significant differences.

Because fiberglass doors are fiberglass molds 
filled with an “energy efficient foam” material, 
they need structural support around the edges 
of the door called rails and stiles. These wood 
structures are what give the door it’s stability.

“Builder Grade” doors and “Off the Shelf ” doors 
generally have narrower rails and stiles than 
the “Premium” line, which can lead to warping 
because of less structural support of the door 
itself. This lack of structural support in the “Builder 
Grade” doors means that this level of door cannot 
be impact rated for hurricanes and this level of 
door is less secure against to intruders.

The actual fiberglass molds are also thinner in 
these level doors in comparison to the higher 
quality, “Premium” fiberglass doors.

These are just a few of the ways in which a manufacturer can 
reduce the cost of the door. The profiles in the molds are not as 
realistic, which cause many people to say that “fiberglass doors 
look like plastic or fake wood.”

“Builder Grade” doors are custom ordered rather than available 
“off the shelf.” Standard sizes are available in these doors which will 
save you money if they fit your opening.

These doors are available in all entry system designs from single 
doors to French entry doors with transom and sidelites. These 
doors range from $250-$10,000 depending on selections, size, 
glass, painted/stained or primed, etc.





IRON ENTRY DOORS

Buying Tip
Iron doors are a great option for someone who is looking for a high end or classic 
look.

These doors have an iron exterior and are rated to be hurricane impact resistant.  
You are even able to select a variety of colors. The doors have a variety of hardware 
options and with proper care, will last years. The design in the glass can even be 
customized to fit your dreams.

Prices
With the various designs, sizes, glass patterns and other options, an iron door price 
can start at $8000 and climb significantly from there. These are great options if you 
are looking for “that look” that sets your home apart from the neighbors.









INSTALLATION INSTALLATION MUST HAVES

Experience & Qualifications
There are handymen & contractors who install 
doors so the range of installation prices varies 
widely.

Obviously having a handyman install your door is 
more cost effective, where as having a specialized 
door installer certified from the manufacturer for 
installation of their products, will come at a higher 
price tag.

If your current entry door has been leaking or 
you have noticed sagging in your sill, there is 
significant possibility that your installer will have 
to replace some structure and sub-floor before 
he/she installs your door.

If you are purchasing an inexpensive off the shelf 
door, it only makes sense to go with a more cost 
effective installer. On the other hand, you are 
investing $7,500 in your new front entry, you will 
probably want to pay a little more for a certified 
installer.

Think of it this way, you can have a shade tree 
mechanic install you’re new transmission in your 
car or have a certified mechanic do the job.

In the end, the decision on whom to have install 
your door is something only you can decide.

Get Your Warranty in Writing
The warranties for labor vary greatly as well. If you hire an individual to install your 
door, you will probably have a very different warranty (most likely a verbal warranty) 
vs. if you hire a company with a documented warranty.

Be aware of the “tail light warranty”...the warranty is only good as long as you can 
see the installer’s tail lights. Most companies offer labor warranties from 2 - 4 years.

The size of the door will have a big impact on the cost of installation. Obviously, the 
bigger the door, the more individuals it takes to install it, so it will cost more for labor.

Water Management
A critical component to any door installation would be the installation around the sill 
area. We install all products according to the manufacturer’s specification and to local 
building code requirements.

Regardless of who installs your door, ensure they are using the specifications and 
engineering provided by the manufacturer. If not, your warranty could be jeopardized.

Plumb, Level, & Square
You can buy the most expensive door available, but if it is installed poorly it will not 
function correctly. You just wasted your investment.

For a door to operate smoothly, the prepped opening must be plumb, level, and 
square. Many times in a replacement situation, the current opening is not plumb, level 
or square so the installer will have to add building material or shims to ensure the 
opening is ready for the new door.



ENTRY DOOR  
HARDWARE

Selecting Your “Door Jewelry”
Entry door hardware is one of the most overlooked 
aspects when purchasing a new front door.

Not only does it provide security and the 
functioning of your door, but it can make the 
biggest impact visually as well.

Entry door hardware is available in many different 
styles from contemporary to Victorian.

This allows you to really personalize your new 
door depending on your preferences and style of 
your home.

TOP
Historical era hardware 

more curves & omate detail

BOTTOM 
contemporary hardware 

square lines & minimalistic detail

BUYING TIP 
Make sure you match your 

lockset finish to your hinge finish.

HINGE FINISH OPTIONSChoosing a Metal and Finish
Door hardware is available in several different metals as 
well as different finishes for the metals.

As with doors, different levels of the metals are available 
from “pot metal” (Pot metal—also known as monkey 
metal, white metal, or die-cast zinc—is a colloquial term 
that refers to alloys of low-melting point metals that 
manufacturers use to make fast, inexpensive castings.) 
sidelites at “big box stores” in brands such as Kwikset or 
Schlage to Solid Brass sets from Emtek or Rocky Mountain. 
Just like the doors, these different levels of hardware 
come with different price tags.

You can pick up a knob and deadbolt set as Lowe’s for 
as little as $25. A solid brass hardware set will run you 
anywhere from $250 and up, where as a bronze set starts 
at $350. Brass hardware is available in many different 
finishes but satin nickel, oil rubbed bronze and bright or 
antique brass are some of the more common options.

Folkers does not carry or sell hardware but we can 
install your old hardware on your new door or install new 
hardware you purchase.





ALWAYS FREE EST IMATES
CALL 850.477 . 1772  OR 251 .943 .6522

WWW.FOLKERS.COM    |     INFO@FOLKERS.COM


